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 11   Continuing Our Journey 

There once was a mighty queen with a very short fuse.  One autumn, as the year was 
beginning to ebb, the queen fell into a deep melancholy.  She could neither eat nor 
slumber, and tears of an unknown origin fell frequently, which infuriated her, triggering 
angry fits that made those around her quake in fear. 
 
Each day the queen summoned a new adviser from her esteemed circle of sages to ex-
plain the cause of her baffling condition.  In they came out they went:  the court physi-
cian, the stargazer, the psychic, the herbalist, the philosopher.  All were dismissed as 
fools for their inability to unravel the mystery of the royal black spell.  They counted 
themselves lucky to have only their illustrious careers shortened. 
“Surely there must be one among you who knows the source of my suffering,” the 
queen cried in despair.  But her pathetic wail was greeted only with awkward silence, for 
all were wary of her wrath.  Finally, the royal gardener was moved by compassion for 
the poor woman and slowly approached her throne. 
 
“Come into the garden, Majesty, beyond the walls of your self-imprisonment, and I will 
disclose your dilemma.”  The queen was so desperate, she did as she was told.  When 
she went out to the garden for the first time in many weeks, she noticed the bright, vivid 
colors of summer had faded and the garden seemed bare. But it was not, she saw, whol-
ly bereft of beauty, for it was regal in autumn’s brilliant hues of crimson and gold.  The 
air was refreshingly cool and crisp, and the sky, pure blue.  “Speak, gardener,” the queen 
ordered, “but choose your words carefully, for I seek the truth.” 
 
“Majesty, it is not your body or your mind that is ailing.  It is your soul that is in need of 
healing.  For while you are a mighty and powerful queen, you are not Divine. You are 
suffering from a human condition that afflicts us all.  Earthly souls ebb and flow in sor-
row and joy according to the seasons of emotion, just as the seasons of the natural 
world move through the cycle of life, death, and rebirth.  These are the days to be grate-
ful for the harvest of the heart, however humble it might be, and to prepare for the 
coming of the year’s closure.  Even now, the season of daylight diminishes and the time 
of darkness increases.  But the true Light is never extinguished in the natural world, and 
it is the same in your soul.  Embrace the ebb, my beloved queen, and do not fear the 
darkness.  For as night follows day, the Light will return and you will know contented 
hours once again.  Of this I am sure.” 
 
The unhappy queen considered this wisdom and thoughtfully asked the gardener how 
she possessed the secret knowledge of inner peace during the seasons of emotion.  The 
gardener led her to a brass sundial.  It read:  This too, shall pass.” 
 
November suddenly sneaks up on us, catching our senses by surprise.  Suddenly, as the 
English poet Thomas Hood sullenly observed centuries ago, there’s “no shade, no shine, 
no butterflies, no bees, no fruits, no flowers, no leaves, no birds.”  Outside, silvery gray 
shafts November light upon the Real.  Like the queen who found her authenticity, No-
vember’s beauty radiates within each of us and the true Light of the Holy One lives deep 
within each soul. 



 Gratitude Sunday 

November will find many around tables of plenty with family and friends enjoying savoring Thanksgiving dish-

es. The Thanksgiving holiday is a time to pause and give thanks, however these moments of gratitude should 

not simply be in the prayers we say before we carve the Thanksgiving turkey.  As followers of Christ, gratitude 

should be something we live out daily.  As followers of Christ, we are called to live lives of stewardship every 

day in the ways we care for the earth, for each other, and for ourselves.  Stewardship of our very lives chal-

lenges us to look at all we have and prayerfully decide what can be shared with others and with our church.  

Are living our days with a “I might not have enough so I will keep everything for myself” mindset or do we live 

with an attitude of gratitude, trusting that as we share and give back we will be transformed?  Sunday, No-

vember 25th, will be Gratitude Sunday as we will be invited to reflect on the blessings of our lives and how 

sharing a portion of what we have can be transformative in living lives as disciples.   Please pray about your 

gift to the church for the New Year.  Pledge cards will be available for you to pick up and take home during the 

month of November and bring back to worship on the 25th. 

    BUCC INCOME & EXPENSES — OCTOBER 2018 

 

                                                                   Congregation Meeting 

The church council is calling a meeting December 2nd after services to discuss the Pastor posi-
tion.  Our church is member driven and the members decide on how the position will be filled 
versus the church is given a pastor.  We would like to hear any feedback you have, positive or 
negative .  This meeting requires two notices per the By-Laws;  the other notices are in the 
back of the weekly bulletin announcements. 

 

                                                            Sunday Morning Adult Class 

The Sunday morning adult class will be starting new videos in November.  All are welcome to attend.   The class 

meets every Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the church’s education unit. The videos are transformative and the 

class discussion insightful and expansive. 

            November 4th:  Sister Joan Chittister:  Scarred by Struggle/The Spirituality of Struggle 

November 11th:  Father Richard Rohr:  Seeking Second Half of Life Wisdom, Mature   Christianity, and 

Being in the Loving Flow of The Trinity 

            November 18th:  Barbara Brown Taylor:  Down Time:  The Sacred Art of Stopping 

              November 25th:  Follow-up conversation on monthly videos. 

                          Sanctuary Decorating 

Please be watching and listening for announcements about the date and time of our “decorate-the-sanctuary-

for-Christmas” gathering!  The first Sunday of Advent is December 2nd! 

     TOTAL  

 Ordinary Income/Expense   

   Income   

    41800 · Building Fund - Meeting Rent 975.00  

    49500 · Tithes/Offerings 5,118.00  

   Total Income 6,093.00  

  Gross Profit 6,093.00  

   Expense   

    61000 - Building Payment 1,079.98  

    61700 · Computer and Internet Expenses 77.95  

    62500 · Dues and Subscriptions 25.00  

    63400 - Interest Expense 207.00  

    64900 · Office Supplies 166.19  

    66000 · Payroll Expenses 3,088.35  

    66700 · Professional Fees 850.00  

    66800 · Janitorial Expense-Cleaning 213.00  

    67800 · Small Tools and Equipment 63.88  

    68100 · Telephone Expense 42.32  

    68600 · Utilities 309.83  

   Total Expense 6,123.50  

 Net Ordinary Income -30.50  

Net Income  -30.50  

       

    Current Bank Balance 75589.10  

       

    Qtr Payroll Tax accounted for the shortfall   

       



 

 

January    May   Sept.  

Jim & Ruby Wilson 

Dave Huebner  

Don & Nancy Marshall     

Helen Andersen 

Jihong Cole-Dai 

Adele Buum 

Sheila Ness 

February   June   October 

Leonard & Norita  

Henneman 

Loye, Nathan, Tiana 

Holmes 

Christie Delfanian 

Jean Lellelid 

Raul & Marisol Galvan 

Gerry & Jane Asmus 

Mason Wheeler 

Claudia Benson 

If anyone has any concerns or possible conflicts, 

Please contact the church office 605.697.2882  

Or at buccfinsec@brookings.net. Thank You! 

Ministry Teams 2018 

March   July   November 

Jim & Joanne Satterlee 

Randy & Marlene DeBoer 

Jacob Holden 

Dennis & Darlene Dokken 

Kathy Apland 

Christie Prussman 

Ben & Shawna Asmus 

Robert Marrabell (usher only) 

April   August   December  

Kristi Prunty 

Linda Langner 

Chad & Laura Gloege 

Susan Helvig 

Justin & Christina Wiemer 

John & Kyleigh Cramer 

Gary & Connie Englund 

5 Alexa Walker-Johnson 
8 Kali Ward 
9 Torie Dokken 
21Lilly May Chang 
23Alyssa Laufmann 
25Jean Lellelid 
28Doug Ward 
30 Myrna Huebner 
 
 
 
     ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Minutes from the October Council Meeting 

Kristi Prunty, Teri Johnson, Jennifer Kemper, Kathy Apland and Christie Delfanian 

Call to order 5:15 p.m. 

Approval of minutes , motion by Jennifer, second by Teri to approve the minutes. Motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report – Kathy moved to accept the treasurer’s report; second by Jennifer. Motion carried. 

Old Business 

Stump removal estimate from Steve Eliason –  Sheila contacted Steve and he volunteered to remove the stumps for 
free. 

Grass/shed – these will be worked on in the spring.  

New Business 

Thanksgiving meal – Jennifer will sen dchristine Wiemers an email to see if she wants to do the Thanksgiving meal. If 
not, then Kristi will announce in church that we need someone to volunteer to spearhead this; if no one does, 
then we will not have it. 

Donating to Feeding Brookings Thanksgiving meals – Motion by Jennifer, second by Kathy to donate 140 gravy mix 
packages. Jennifer will notify Feeding Brookings; items must be delivered by Nov. 12, congregation may donate 
gravy mixes or money; if we need more, they will be purchased through church funds.  

Salary for Sunday services for person hired – Pastor Christopher inquired regarding the package for the Sunday ser-
vices minister. Council agreed that for Sunday only services, it will be $150 per Sunday plus mileage. Kristi will 
respond and give him feedback on his services thus far. Pastor Christopher will be doing pulpit supply through 
Nov. 18. No decision has been made yet whether to retain him or not. 

Nominating Committee – A new moderator will be needed. 

 

Standing committee reports 

Church Home – we will need two more diaper containers so we have them for men’s bathrooms as well; Jennifer left 
a message re: carpet cleaning estimate, but has not heard back. 

Church Outreach – Harvest Table event  - well done! 
Church Life –  

Candle lighters – if children would like to light the candles on a regular basis, Christie volunteered to make 
candle-lighter vestment and Norita will embroider a symbol on it. Jennifer said she can come up with 
several designs that the children can choose from. Teri said she will talk to the Sunday Schoolers to see if 
they like to do that. 

Teri will be doing Advent Adventure again this year. 
Church Connections  - nothing to  report. 

 
Jennifer needs newsletter items by Oct. 28 
 
Next council meeting, Nov. 8, 5:15 p.m.  

November 
Birthdays & 

Anniversaries 



NOVEMBER 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  1 
 
Something to  

Chew On 6pm 
 

Koinonia Mtg 

2—4 pm 

2 3 

 

4 
Adult   Sunday  
School 9 am  
Worship 10 am 

Sunday School 
10:30 am 

5 

Bienvenidos a 

Brookings 

mtg. 

7—9 pm 

6 

 

7 8 

 

Something to  

Chew On 6pm 

 

Council Mtg. 
5:15 pm 

9 

 

10 

 

11       
Adult   Sunday  
School 9 am  
Worship 10 am 
Communion 
No Sunday 
School 

12 

 

13 

 

14 15 
Interfaith 
Gathering 
6:30 pm  
 
No “Chew” 
 
Koinonia Mtg. 

2—4 pm 

16 17 

18     
Adult Sunday  
School 9 am  
Worship 10 am 

Sunday School 

10:30 am 

19 

Brookings 

Quilt Guild 

Mtg. 7 pm 

20 

 

21 22 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner 
Prep 9 am 
Serve 11-1pm 
Cleanup 1pm 
No “Chew” 

23 
 

24 
 

25Adult Sun-
day School 9 am  
Worship 10 am 
Gratitude Sun-
day 
Sunday School 
10:30 am 

26 
 

27 28 
 
Advent 
Adventure 

Begins 

2:30—4 pm 

29 

 
Something to  

Chew On 6pm 

30  

 

  

CHILDRENS SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Just a short reminder that there will be no Sunday School on Communion Sundays, 

so the children can participate in communion.  Communion is on the 2nd Sunday of 

the month.  If that should change because special circumstances we will let you 

know.                                          

                            Advent Adventure 

The Advent Adventure group for elementary children will begin on Wednesday, November 28th!  This group is 

for all children grades kindergarten through 5th grade and meets every Wednesday during the season of Advent 

from 2:30 until 4:00 at the church.  Our Wednesday afternoons are full of games, snacks and dramas as we 

learn more about the season of Advent.  Children are encouraged to bring friends!  The group will meet No-

vember 28th, December 5th, 12th and conclude on the 19th.   

“The Chew” 

“Something to Chew On” is held every Thursday evening at 6 pm at BUCC, except 

nights of Interfaith Gatherings.  We share a simple potluck supper, discuss local, state 

and national affairs or view and discuss a video of interest.  Mainly we enjoy friendly fellow-

ship.  Everyone is welcome regardless of church affiliation. 

Interfaith Gathering 

 

Interfaith Gatherings are held the 3rd Thursday of the month at 6 pm at various locations.  

Members of several faith groups participate and a subject of interest to all is addressed by 

members or invited speakers.  This month on November 15th the meeting will be held here 

at BUCC starting at 6:30.  There will be no “Chew” that night. 

THANKSGIVING DINNER 

We will be serving Thanksgiving Dinner again this year.  Please watch your bulletin announce-

ments and check the signup sheets in the Ed Wing for further information and things needed. 


